
this condition can be cured and the man be made safe. There
is a temptation, even while a visible discharge remains which
taxes the patience of both the patient and doctor, for the
latter finally to say in desperation, "Oh, that's all right, you
are practically cured," thereby giving a false sense of security
which the conditions do not warrant. It should be made clear,
beyond the possibility of misunderstanding to the patient that
so long as any discharge from the urethra can lie secured it
may be safely assumed in the absence of microscopic exami¬
nation that infection is present ami that marriage should be
absolutely forbidden. It is these unfinished cases that are

responsible for the vast amount of misery caused by gonor¬
rhea. It is hoped that the state departments of health may
soon make this one phase of the valuable preventive work
in which they are engaged and that other states may follow
the lead of Indiana in giving our daughters legal protection
from an avoidable infection which in so many cases is fol¬
lowed by frightful disasters.

F. Park Lewis, Buffalo, N. Y.

Phenolphthalein May Cause Pink Stools
To the Editor:\p=m-\Thefollowing recent incident may be as

pharmacologically interesting and instructive to. others as it
was to me:

I was called to see a child on account of an alleged bloody
stool with severe abdominal pain and tenesmus. There had
been no bowel movement for two days except a little pinkish
liquid, which was negative to the guaiac blood-test. In mak-
ing this test, however, it was observed that the color disap-
peared on the addition of acetic acid. Another sample of the
stool, similarly acidified, promptly regained its color on

being made ammoniacal. These unsual findings led to an

investigation that resulted in procuring a cathartic tablet
such as the patient had taken a few hours before. A solu-
tion of this tablet gave the same color reactions as the stool,
making it very probable that all the signs and symptoms were
due to phenolphthalein, especially as they disappeared after
free castor-oil catharsis.

H. S. Bartholomew, Lansing, Mich.
[Comment.\p=m-\The reaction of phenolphthalein with alkalies

should always be borne in mind.—Ed.]

Preservation of Rubber Bulbs
To the Editor:\p=m-\Thedifficulty of keeping rubber bulbs in

long service, complained of by Dr. Goodman (The Journal,
Jan. 14, 1911, p. 113), has led me to devise a contrivance which
does away with the rubber bulb altogether and is much
cheaper as well as more satisfactory. The device consists of
an ordinary bicycle pump connected with a piece of rubber
tubing by means of a Schrader valve (used in a bicycle tire).
To the end of the barrel of the pump is soldered on a flat
band made of sheet tin, leaving a space through which a

leather strap is passed and by means of which the pump may
be secured to one's leg or other convenient support. In using
the sphygmomanometer the pump is attached to the apparatus
and operated in the same manner as the rubber bulb. It will
be found, however, that the pump gives a much nicer gradua-
tion of the force, the air under pressure being prevented from
escaping by the Schrader valve. The cost of the outfit is
about 50 cents, and, with slight attention to oiling and the
washers, will last a lifetime.

Albert Robin, M.D., Wilmington, Del.

The Fitting of Glasses by Unqualified Persons
To the Editor:\p=m-\Yourcomment on "The Fitting of Glasses"

in 10-cent stores was read with interest. That refractions
of this kind cannot be in any way accurate and that the
glasses of this kind do lots of harm cannot be doubted. But
in my opinion the harm done by a "fake" device of any kind
is measured by the reliance put in it by the user.

The 10-cent stores do not pretend to have any great amount
of skill as refractionists and charge a low price for their

glasses. Their patrons will, as a rule, soon find that the glasses
purchased are not right and will discard them. But the
optician, "eye specialist" with his handsomely decorated
"office," his prevaricating advertisements and his fee of from
$10 to $20 for his services and glasses does command con-
fidence. Therein lies the danger. His hypermetropic "patients"
will continue to wear the myopic glasses he has prescribed;
the impression he has made will cause no doubts in their
minds as to his fitness.

Let us get at the greater evil. The man whose sign blazes
out "Pawn Broker and Eyesight Specialist" doesn't do nearly
so much harm as his competitor whose advertisement reads,
"Dr. — -, Optometrist. No matter what is the trouble
with your eyes, call on me."

The first is passed by with a laugh, the second is sought
out as a man of great skill.

J. W. Kimberlin, M.D., Kansas City, Mo.

Value in Case Histories of Term "Jew" as Racial Designation
To the Editor:\p=m-\An unintentional error in classification of

nationalities in medical articles, case reports, etc., is regarded
as an injustice by a portion of the community, and your aid
is sought to prevent repetition. The use of the designations
"Jew," "Hebrew" and "Israelite" with their adjectives is here
referred to, because when so employed these terms are mean-
ingless. City Jews may possibly be distinctively more subject
to diabetes and nervous affections than the average of our
population but so large a proportion of the former now live
the rural life that general deductions regarding these or any
other diseases no longer hold good. Then, again, so large a
percentage of Jews show admixture of other race stocks that
mistakes are liable to occur from this source; authoritative
statistics covering the world have just been published to
prove this fact. See, also, Jean Finot's "Race Prejudice"
and Antoine Leroy Beaulieu's "Israel Among the Nations."

It is because of the gross legal and political wrongs some¬
times suffered by communicants of the Jewish faith that
redress is here asked. When the present National Immigra¬
tion Commission recently made the same error, so strong a
united complaint arose from the national bodies of American
Jews that correction promptly followed.

A. B. Hirsh, Philadelphia.

Queries and Minor Notes
Anonymous Communications will not be noticed. Every letter

must contain the writer's name and address, but these will be
omitted, on request.

USES OF CHROMIUM SULPHATE IN MEDICINE
To the Editor:—What place has chromium sulphate in medicine?The manufacturing chemists are advertising it extensively and Ithink that many physicians would like to obtain some idea of how

much to believe of "The Uses of Chromium Sulphate in Medicine."
N. F. Cheevkr, M.D., Greenfield, N. H.

Answer.—The subject of chromium sulphate was discussed brieflyin The Journal, Nov. 6, 1909, p. 1580. At that time we stated
that the only article on the subject in medical literature appeared
in the Monthly Cyclopedia and Medical Bulletin, September, 1008,

.by S. Kolipinski. An article by B. O. LeBlanc appeared in the NewOrleans Medical and Surgical Journal, November, 1910, p. 346, in
which the author reports that he used this drug in a case of ataxic
paraplegia after other treatment had failed to produce improvement,and that after six weeks of treatment the patient was able to walk.
The case is imperfectly reported, but does not appear to have been
a case of myelitis, as sensation was unimpaired and the knee-jerk
reflex was increased. The same symptoms would exclude locomotor
ataxia. No statement is made as to whether the paralysis was
flaccid or spastic. No electric test of the muscles is reported.

In addition to this article there are a number of reports to which
little credence is to be attached on account of incompleteness of
observation and report. One author reports a case of epilepsy in
which he thinks there was benefit, but the report was made not more
than two months after the last attack. The same author reports a
case of nervousness in a patient who collapsed and was compelled to
go to bed. "Could not sleep and was mildly hysterical. Chromium
sulphate and rest straightened her out very nicely."

The remedy is being pushed in a semi-proprietary way, but the
fact that so little reliable information is obtainable indicates that
the drug is probably of little value, and that Kolipinski's observa¬
tions require confirmation.
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